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Public Diplomacy: the case of the British Council
HE

H#2 0 8520165 SEMRGHERHEREER - BURBTERIS MRS 5
EHYAELERH R BORE BB & 20K T AR ) S A N4
H o BURIR T ARSI ORI G A R RV EE B - SRR 482 A R
& - WESINCET] - BB IKEYNMIEOR ERTHE S REEASGRHE AT
S AE o & Ry ERVILEI AN RN B Ryl > HETTOREE 04 » A0 = IR
E (D) FTNSBERER TE A R T ABLARYRE (R ) P EIPRRE (A5
BRvEe  (2) B ERrE A HES) T ABLA ) HISOR - AR
BUR T HESE NG 5 (8) 4R&EDL L HEE) " DAAEA ) BURT R
R BUN RS RGeS HIRERIBUR ks REEETZEG(F - #HE
H H AR & EAE e BB ERE (R TPk A TRAT L & s -

IAbstract I With the New Southbound Policy’s (NSP) people-centered
agenda, it 1s the first time that Taiwan’s foreign policy has given
heightened importance to social connectivity. As this social component is a
relatively new practice, Taiwan could look to the example of the British
Council, the institution tasked with promoting British culture, language and
business around the world. This article focuses on three aspects. First, it
analyses why social connectivity has become an invaluable component of
diplomatic work. Second, it touches on the practices of the British
Council, and evaluates the conditions underpinning its success. It then
concludes by arguing that the Taiwanese government and Taiwan’s civil
society organizations should increase polylateral cooperation with their
counterparts in NSP target countries. Under a free and open
environment, partnerships born between CSO counterparts (e.g. Taiwan vis-a-
vis South and Southeast Asia) will continue to develop and evolve.
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