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TAEF UPDATES

Major Ministries Mobilized to Strengthen Policy Goals of
the New Southbound Policy

Saturday, November 7, 2020

Besides the word epidemic, the other deﬁning keyword of 2020 should be “IndoPaciﬁc”. The intense political rivalry between the United States and China has allowed
the international community to focus more on the changing dynamics of the IndoPaciﬁc.
Since the 1990s, Taiwan has adopted a "Southbound Policy" focusing on the island’s
investment in Southeast Asia. By extension, the New Southbound Policy(NSP) launched
in 2016 holding the people-oriented agenda is no longer limited to the numbers in the
ﬁeld of economic and trade, but a human-centric and value-driving exchanges in talents,
technology, resource sharing, social culture, art, and identity cultivation. With such a
value, the New Southbound Policy has been practiced for a great variety of issues
(economy, education, technology, agriculture, labor, art & culture, etc), which has
allowed Taiwan and her regional partners to work together for the regional resilience.
Read more

TAEF COMMENTARIES

REA Newsle er
Building Resilience through Multifaceted Engagement:
Highlighting Taiwan’s Experiences
-Alan H. Yang, Executive Director, TAEF

Maintaining resilience will facilitate the restoration of order and return to normality
and stability. Being resilient for any country or society is in great demand, not only in
response to natural or manmade disasters but also in the face of large-scale challenges to
existing social or economic order and threats to humanity, it is critically important to
maintain resilience to reinforce the eﬀectiveness and eﬃciency of good governance.
Being resilient, on the other hand, is to ensure the viable delivery of public service as
well as the stable practice of social welfare and the existence of vibrant civil society,
altogether leading to safeguard the well-being and lives of the people.
Read more

ASIA ENGAGEMENT CONSORTIUM UPDATES
Taiwan Foundation for Democracy
Symposium on U.S-China-Taiwan Relations post-U.S
Election

Friday, November 6, 2020

Associate

Professor Eric Chen-hua Yu of the Department of Political Science of

National Chengchi University ﬁrst discussed the issue of inaccurate polls, because many
election polls in the United States predicted that Biden would win the election by a large
margin, which is far from the current results.
Professor Yu believes that this has something to do with the way American polls are
conducted. For example, the response rate of telephone polls in the United States is
quite low. Internet polls cannot take into account the fact that 15% of people still have
no Internet access. The ﬂaw is that only indoor phones are feasible; even though polls
indicate that they combine these methods to achieve the ﬁnal result, it is not clear what
the method is.

Read more in Mandarin

NEW SOUTHBOUND POLICY NEWS

Taiwan Insight
Forging a Resilient Future: New Southbound Policy and
Beyond
Friday, October 23, 2020
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unprecedented economic prosperity. However, it has to some degree failed to promote
the establishment of mechanisms for inclusive regional cooperation in Asia.
Globalization has not promoted the types of positive diﬀusion that has been anticipated,
in the sense that growing cooperation on technical and economic issues have not been
able to stimulate a much greater sense of solidarity around common values. In Asia in
particular, stark diﬀerences in values highlight the unsustainability of today’s
globalization model, which often emphasizes economic and trade growth at the expense
of these other factors.
Redressing this issue has become one of the core tenets of Taiwan’s New Southbound
Policy, which was launched in 2016. This policy aims to develop and pursue a more
people-centered model of interaction with neighboring countries in Southeast Asia and
Oceania, focusing on cooperation with the civil societies and communities of partner
countries. Yet to what extent has this vision been realized?
Read more
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